A Chronicle of the
Philadelphia Section PGA and its Members
by Peter C. Trenham
The Leaders and The Legends
1990 to 1999

Leaders Legends

Mike Atkins Jack MacCarty Emlyn Aubrey Jasaamip
Jack Connelly George McNamara Miguel Biamon Wadrgan
Leo DeGisi Sam Penecale Jimmy Booros Rick @sbe
Charles Genter John Poole Frank Dobbs Ed Sabo
Harry Hammond Doug Ritter Gene Eieg Dick Smith, Sr|
Bill Kittleman Bob Thatcher Dick Hendrickson

Leaders

Robert Michael “Mike” Atkins

Mike Atkins was born in West Virginia in 1B4He began playing golf as
caddy at the Parkersburg Country Club and he bbigaorofessional career in
golf as an assistant at Parkersburg. His nextrjaolf was as an assistant to
our Tom Smith in the Pittsburgh area. In 1969 hizvedl in the Philadelphia
Section as an assistant to Howard Kramer at thé IFaysn Resort. One year
later he became the head professional at the ke@olf Club where he
stayed six years. He was then the professionakdinidian Springs Country
Club before moving to New Mexico. While in New Megias a member of thg
Sun Country PGA Section he served as the Sectisidant for three years an
he was the “Golf Professional of the Year” in then¥ountry Section two
times. Atkins returned to the Philadelphia Sectioh986 as the pro at the
Country Club of Harrisburg. In 1990 he was eledtedffice in the Philadelphi
Section. He held the office of second vice predideeasurer, secretary and
president serving in each capacity for two yeaeswhds the Section’s 31st
president. His most important contribution to tl@/APwas in education. Atking
taught at more than 40 PGA Business Schools whildrgg on the PGA Edu-

cation Committee. He also won the merchandisen@®f/ear honor in both the Mike Atkins
Sun Country and Philadelphia Sections, a totabof fimes. Atkins was the Section President
1993 Philadelphia Section “Golf Professional of Wear”. As a player he 1996 & 1997

qualified for the 1979 U.S. Open.

John P. “Jack” Connelly IlI

Jack Connelly was born in Maryland in 194d grew up in Deptford, New Jersey. He was intreduo golf
as a caddy at the Woodbury Country Club. At Depitidigh School Connelly played baseball and he \weas t
quarterback on the football team. After high scHmtook a job working in the clubhouse at the Palles Golf
Club so that he could have free golf privilegese pho at Tall Pines, Bill DeAngelis, introduced @etly to
Harry Obitz in 1965. That year he began his cairegpolf working for Obitz and Dick Farley on Longland and
in the Bahamas. In 1966 Connelly was drafted ineolW.S. Army and served a two-year stint, whichuded a
year in Vietnam. After completing his army dutywent back to work for Obitz and Farley, where he wart of
their famous “Swings the Thing” golf school andveling show. Connelly came to the Philadelphia Badn
1971 as the assistant at the Montgomeryville GalbGnd that year he became a PGA member. Witfirtha-
cial assistance of some Woodbury C.C. membersadyegdlion the PGA Tour in 1972. The next year he dagwc&
to Philadelphia as the assistant at the Hunting¢adley Country Club. In 1975 he qualified for theSJ Open
where he made the cut and a year later he folld@erdStear as the head professional at Huntingddieyw d-or
three decades he was one of the leading play¢he iRhiladelphia Section as he won numerous tougngsnin
spite of all his success and victories he only woe of the Section’s major events; that being $ig91Philadel-
phia Open. Six times he finished second in theadbiphia Section Championship. He ended up secotiti
Philadelphia Open twice, the Pennsylvania Open ancdethe Philadelphia Section Senior Championshge oln
a stretch nine years Connelly played in eight P@ArTWhitemarsh Valley Opens. He qualified for tt@APClub
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Professional Championship seven times and the P&®oEClub Profes-
sional Championship three times. Connelly was #eti8n’s “Player of the
Year” four times and he won the DeBaufre Trophgéhttimes for having
the lowest scoring average in the Section event$9r5 Connelly got in-
volved with PGA politics when Dick Smith, Sr. apptad him to the tour-
nament committee. Four years later he was elediddde@lphia Section
secretary. He served in that capacity for three@sybafore being elected to|
the office of first vice president and tournamemiicman in 1982. He then
served as the Section’s 24th president in 1983188d. After being out of
PGA politics for three years Connelly ran for trexon’s office of second
vice president and was again back in harness. ited@as secretary again
in 1989 and he was first vice president and touergrohairman in 1990
and 1991. He served the Section as an officereforears, which was ex-
ceeded by only two others. In 1993 Connelly ascendé¢he office of di-
rector in the PGA of America for District I, whickas a three-year term.
After completing his time on the PGA Board of Di@s he decided to run
for PGA office. At the PGA of America’s annual megtin November of
1996 Connelly was elected to the office of secyetahich meant that he
was on the way to being the president. He servesg@®tary for two years

and vice president for two years. In November di®fe was elected the Jack Connelly

32nd president of the PGA of America. While presidef the PGA the Section President
“9/11” attacks occurred less than three weeks edfoe Ryder Cup was 1983 & 1984
scheduled to be played in England. Because ofi@lsécurity concerns PGA of America President

involving high profile athletes and events the dieei had to be made to

postpone the matches until 2002. Along with thameahe coordination of

all the scheduling for the PGA, PGA Tour, EuropB&W, television, etc. In 1988 Connelly was the Beds
“Golf Professional of the Year” and in 1995 he vtbha Horton Smith Award for his work in educating fellow
golf professionals. His son, J.P. Connelly, appcedtunder him at Huntingdon Valley and went obé¢ca head
professional in the New England PGA Section. Cdgnehs the first PGA of America sitting presideatihduct
his child into the PGA when he spoke at the Lellegiaduation com-
mencement in Port St. Lucie, Florida on February2D®2. That class wag
the first to graduate from the PGA’s new Learnirgnt@r in Port St. Lucie.
In 2002 the Section initiated a tournament in kwadr, the Jack Connelly
Head Professional Championship. He was inductedtive Philadelphia
PGA Hall of Fame in 2000. Connelly was inductea itite PGA of Amer-
ica’s “PGA Golf Professional Hall of Fame” in 2005.

Elio A. “Leo” DeGisi

Leo DeGisi was born in Italy in 1951 and faimily immigrated to the
United States in 1958. At the age of twelve he imasduced to golf as a
caddy at the Gulph Mills Golf Club. It wasn't lohgfore he was helping
the golf professional Al Keeping in the golf shéfis older brother Tony
caddied there also and he became the caddy m@#ten Tony left to join
the army it wasn’t long before Keeping made Leopwlas just 16, the
caddy master. After high school he attended Tetdplgersity while still
holding down the caddy master job at Gulph Mill$. TRmple he majored
in accounting and the summer before graduatingdharinternship as an
accountant. That was when he decided that he wantee a golf profes-
sional and not an accountant. When DeGisi gradabed Temple in 1974

Leo DeGisi he turned pro and began his club professional categ@ulph Mills under
Section President Willie Scholl, who had succeeded Keeping as thégssional there. Later
1992 & 1993 that summer he went to work at the Bala Golf Clslaa assistant under
National Director Henry McQuiston. After five years at Bala, DeGigived across the Dela

2002-2004 & 2011-2013  Ware River to be the professional at the Medforthge Country Club.
While still at Bala DeGisi became involved with tBection’s junior golf
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program and for eleven years he served on thed®ésjunior golf committee. For three years he mdthithe
committee and in 1987 he was the Section’s Jundf kader Award winner. At the Philadelphia Sentfan-
nual meeting in 1987 he was elected to the boaeddi®ctor. The next year he was elected to Secfffice as
the second vice president and the next year heelgated treasurer. He held that office for two gesrd then he
was elected president of the Section. He servéleaSection’s 29th president in 1992 and 1993. \Mighdegree
in accounting DeGidirought a new dimension of expertise to the Se®iboard of directors. The time of his
arrival on the board was fortunate for the Sectisiit was going through the 1990s growth spurtémimers, ap-
prentices and employees. In 1998 Section Pres@eatge McNamara formed a new committee calledithe f
nance committee, which was created to overseedb#o®'s finances. DeGisi was called on to chaat tommit-
tee, which he did through 2004. He was the Seait@bolf Professional of the Year” in 1996. From 200 2004
he served on the PGA of America’s board of directs the director from District Il and in 2004 bek on the
duties of general manager at Medford Village alaiity still serving the club as its head professlokéhen the
Philadelphia Section’s turn came around again 120 have a director on the PGA board DeGisi weasen to
represent the Section for the three-year term angetime. In 2014 he was inducted into the Philgliel PGA
Hall of Fame.

Charles Coiner Genter
Charles Genter was born in Daytona Beadrjdd in 1940. He was introduced to golf at the afgix by his
father who was a member at the Daytona Beach Cp@biib. Genter attended junior college for two weand
then turned pro in 1961. He worked as an assistdfibrida, Michigan and the Plainfield Country Glin New
Jersey before serving two years in the U.S. ArmiilgMn the army he man-
aged the golf course at Fort Campbell, Kentuckgni-there he went to Indian;
apolis and then back to Plainfield as the assis@anter came to the Philadel-
phia Section as the professional at the Tavistamkn@y Club in 1971 and
stayed there until he retired in 2000. As the groavistock he had girls who hig
their first golf shots in his junior clinics go oo win the WGAP championship.
One of those was Megan Bolger who went on to wenWHGAP Championship
seven consecutive years and the U.S. Women’s MidtAor two years in a
row. Genter became involved in the affairs of thddelelphia Section as the
district director from District 1, which was the Nelersey area south of the4d
parallel. When the opportunity arose in 1985 heedito take over the office 0
secretary. He was then elected secretary three years. He served one year fs
the treasurer and two years as the Section’s 28#igent. He was the Sectionfs
delegate to the national meeting five times and/ag an alternate delegate eight
other years. As the secretary of the Section harheaeeply involved with
membership and membership eligibility. As a restithat he was a member o

)

the national PGA Membership Eligibility and ProceskiCommittee for eight Charles Genter
years. Genter was an instructor at PGA Businessd@gh and Il. Because of Section President
his connections in the PGA at the national leveht®ewas an important mem- 1990 & 1991

ber of the Philadelphia delegation to the nationakting when both Dick
Smith, Sr. and Jack Connelly were elected to natioffice. In 1990 Genter became the Section’sitRIGA Mas
ter Professional. The subject of his thesis wasSt)es for Beginners”. Genter was the Section@f‘Brofes-
sional of the Year” in 1992.

Harry D. Hammond Jr.

Harry Hammond was born in 1939 in Chestenri@ylvania. He learned to play golf as a cadde@atennett
Square Golf & Country Club. Hammond attended PaateSJniversity to study engineering but droppetiou
1958 to begin a career in golf as an assistantruttilée Polumbo at Kennett Square. When Polumboebto
the Green Hill Golf Club in 1961 Hammond went whtim. In 1963 he became the head professional aivimt
Chester Golf & Country Club. After six years at W€hester Hammond moved over to the Whitford Countr
Club where he stayed until he retired 39 years.|&®r those 39 years Hammond ran what was fieswthitford
Pro-Am and later evolved into a two-day tournamé&he two-day tournament, which Hammond and Whitford
held for 32 years was a one-day pro-am with twe @nmad two amateurs teaming up in each group alatig36-
holes of stroke play for the pros and a few ofahmateurs. Hammond was elected Section secretay times
(1982, 1983, and 1984) and in 1985 he served aSdhton’s 25 president. Starting in the late 1970s Hammo
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played a major role in the Section’s junior goihiats and golf camps.
Through that and his involvement with the junioifgrs at Whitford
Hammond became interested in junior golf in thddelelphia Section. In
1991 he became a member of the Section’s junidragmhmittee. Under
Hammond the Section began a “Clubs for Kids” pragrevhich donated
used clubs to various junior programs and junidfegse. Hammond and his
staff at Whitford were the “Clubs for Kids” prograas they cut down and
regriped several thousand clubs for junior golfets.was a member of the|
Section’s junior golf committee for seventeen yeard chairman of the
committee for fourteen years. As someone who hdaughter who was a
junior golfer Hammond realized what golf could @o young girls as well
as boys. His daughter Laura went on to be the Bbrarga girls junior
champion and she won the Women's Golf Associatfd?hdadelphia
Championship seven times. Hammond became more arglinvolved
with junior golf and he began to assist other jupimgrams. Hammond
was influential in the formation of a Philadelplianior Golf Association
that tied all of the junior programs together, uathg the “First Tee” pro-
gram. Over the years Hammond helped raise thous#rdtslars for junior
golf in the Philadelphia region. In appreciatiom atknowledgement of
Hammond’s work with junior golfers the Golf Assaida of Philadel-
phia named one of its competitions for juniors, Hary Hammond
Award. That was a notable honor as it is the GAfRly competition
that is named after a golf professional. Four titmesvon the Section’s
Junior Golf Leader Award and in 1999 he was the RIBAmerica’s
Junior Golf Leader Award recipient. In 1991 Hammavas the Sec-
tion’s “Golf Professional of the Year” and in 1986 won the Bill Strausbaugh Award for his time ggesiping
to educate his fellow professionals. He was thechrrdiser of the year in the Section for privatdslithree
times. In 1992 he became a PGA Master Professimitialthe title of his thesis being “Computers fbetGolf
Shop”. Over the years Hammond served on numerottio8eand PGA of America committees. In 2001
Hammond was inducted into the Philadelphia Sed®G# Hall of Fame. After leaving Whitford 1n 2007 lbe-
came the managing partner of a group that purchihgeBenn Oaks Country Club. In 2012 Hammond waasngi
the Bill Strausbaugh award by the PGA of Americanf@ntoring fellow professionals and service todbemu-
nity. He was one of only a few PGA professionalsiio two national awards.

Harry Hammond
Section President 1985
PGA Junior Golf Leader 1999

William Buxton “Bill” Kittleman

Bill Kittleman was born in Greenville, Missippi in 1932. Some
Greenville men along with Kittleman'’s father Chatlevho won the Missis
sippi state amateur championship four times, haijded and constructed
nine-hole golf course in Greenville. Bill and hisde older brothers learne
to play golf on that course at the Greenville Coplub. Kittleman at-
tended Andover Prep and then Yale University wierstudied architec-
ture, graduating in 1954. In his senior year atYa was studying in Yale
Graduate School of Architecture. After serving tyears in the U.S. Navy
he turned pro in 1956, working in Greenville, Peada and Detroit. He
arrived in the Philadelphia Section in 1963 asplaging assistant at the
Merion Golf Club. He was an assistant at Meriondeven years and durir]
that time he finished second in the 1967 Sectioan@¥ionship and third in
the 1964 Pennsylvania Open. In 1967 he was a meaofillee first

ter PGA Tour each year beginning in the southealitovember, then out t
the west coast in January, finishing up on the eaast in March and then
back to Merion in April. This was his graduate sahia golf as he studied

Bill Kittleman both the players and the golf courses. In 1970duaime Merion Golf
Section Hall of Fame Club’s head professional. At Merion he hosted tBélland 1981 U.S.
1997 Opens along with the 1989 U.S. Amateur. Kittlemarswne of the first

PGA Strausbaugh Award Winner 2012

Schmidt’s Challenge Cup Team. During that timel&ittan played the winr

)
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professionals to see the opportunity to sell merdise at a major tournament like the U.S. Openh&temer-
chandise embroidered or embossed with U.S. Opeanidn Golf Club, which he sold from tented loceis on
the golf course during the seven days of tournamerk. As the 1981 U.S. Open had concluded antbtbei-
sion commentators were making their closing remBxge Marr looked down from the broadcast booth said
“I think the host professional may have made mooa@y this week than most of the contestants”. dditthn useq
his artistic talents to design a new Merion clufpaowhich incorporated the wicker flagsticks anel 8tottish
Broom grass that was an integral part of many ofidbfeés bunkers. In 1968 Kittleman became a memii¢ne
Section’s tournament committee. The next year hauthored an all-encompassing book on the Sectionina-
ment regulations. The book was copied by sevelard®GA Sections and was still being used by thikaéiphia
Section many years later. He later served as tiraament chairman for three years and first viesident of the
Section for two years (1973-1974). In 1974 he akadled the duties of secretary for the Sectionedsas the
tournament chairmanship. The three years that Isetligatournament chairman he put together a SeCtampi-
onship Program book that helped to enhance th@aouent purse through its sale of advertising. 7119 de-
signed a Philadelphia Section logo, which featwr&uaker golfer and the Liberty Bell. While the fessional at
Merion Kittleman did consulting work concerning osation work on the golf course for more than aetoelubs
located in the Philadelphia Section. In 1996 Kittée found an opportunity to use his college trajmien he
retired from Merion and began working for golf cemrarchitect Gil Hanse. With Hanse’s firm he waesign
partner who was responsible for course layout hadiesign of golf course features. He was induictiedthe
Philadelphia Section PGA Hall of Fame in 1997.

John Wayne “Jack” “Jack Mac” MacCarty

Jack MacCarty was born in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania948. He did-
n't begin playing golf until he happened to takeaat time job at the Centrg
Hills Country Club while attending Penn State Umngity. The job was with
Clarke George, the golf professional at CentresHilVhile working at Cen-|
tre Hills and still in college MacCarty turned prol1968. He continued with
his studies at Penn State, graduating in 1970972 he became the head
professional at the Toftrees Resort & Golf Clutaa®on-PGA member. In
1974 he became a PGA member and after four yedisfaees he left for g
job in the Tri-State PGA Section. While in the Btiate Section he served
on its board of directors, co-chairing the juniolfgommittee and chairing
the apprentice committee. In 1982 MacCarty retutnettie Philadelphia
Section as the professional at the Lu Lu CountbGlhere he stayed 20
years. In 1988 MacCarty became a district diresttigre he co-chaired th
club relations committee and served on the memlpecsimmittee. Two
years later MacCarty was elected secretary whesshed a two-year term
and chaired the membership committee. He then ddéwe years as the
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treasurer. In late 1993 he became the 30th presidéne Philadelphia Jack MacCarty
Section. In 1995 MacCarty was the Section’s “GatifBssional of the Section President
Year”. 1994 & 1995

George E. McNamara

George McNamara was born in Philadelphia in 1948lddrned to play golf as a caddy at the Plymouth
Country Club under the tutelage of the golf prof@sal, Pete DeAngelis. WheévicNamara turned pro DeAngeli
recommended him to Terry McCoy, the profession#hatChester Valley Golf Club. Thus he began his&ain
golf there as the assistant pro in 1966. After lieatvas employed as an assistant at CedarbroolCblilhtry
Club, Whitemarsh Valley Country Club, Cedarbrooku@wy Club and Aronimink Golf Club. In 1974 he maove
into the head pro position at the Downingtown InG&lf Club. While at Downingtown he hosted theftfiigur
Philadelphia PGA Junior Golf Academys. After twelaars at Downingtown he moved across the Delastate
line to be the professional at the Brandywine Cou@iub where he stayed over twenty-five years. Moldra’s
first involvement in Section affairs came when hesvasked to be on the membership committee. Honasf
the first golf professionals to make computersrdagral part of his golf shop. In 1988 the Secfammed a com-
puter committee with McNamara as the chairman. ddremittee advised the Section officers and membiers
computer hardware and software. He served as ttt@8dreasurer for two years in the 1980s and tzane
back in the 1990s to serve as an officer agaiist R was the vice president of section affairsviar years and

[
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then secretary for two years. The next year, 188¥ Section changed the
terminology of the Section’s officers and McNambezame the first to be
elected to the office of vice president. He thetvee two years as the Sed
tion’s 32nd president. Over a period of 25 yearsdm@ed the Section as 3
member of almost every committee. He represente@éttion as a dele-
gate to the national meeting three times. In 19&Bl&mara built a driving
range and miniature golf course, which he operfited4 years along with
being a head professional at a private golf coatshe same time. He
hosted numerous Section meetings and tournamenite was always will
ing and ready to support the Section’s activitldeng with assisting the
Section he was active in raising funds for varionarities through golf. Hg
was the Section’s “Merchandiser of the Year” thigees. In 1988 McNa-
mara became just the second Section member to leeadMaster Profes-
sional”. The subject of his thesis was “How to BuiDwn and Operate a
Golf Practice Range and Miniature Golf Course”. Tieat year McNamarg
was honored as the Philadelphia Section PGA “Psadaal of the Year. In
2012 he was inducted into the Philadelphia Sed®iGi Hall of Fame.

George McNamara Samuel Daniel “Sam” Penecale
Section President Sam Penecale was born in Abington, Pennsidvia 1923. He learne,
1998 & 1999 to play golf as a caddy at the North Hills Courdiyb. Penecale served i

Section Hall of Fame 2012 the U.S. Army as a medic during World War Il andrtispent ten years ir
the business world. He was one of the leading amaia the Philadelphig
area before turning pro at the age of 31. After yemr of playing tournament golf as an unattachecde took a
job in golf as the assistant at the Bala Golf Glut955. Three years later he left Bala to becdmehiead profes
sional at the Whitemarsh Valley Country Club whieeeserved for 27 year$
before retiring in 1984. After turning pro he waweof the leading playing
professionals in the Philadelphia Section for yhyears. Beginning with hi
first year as a pro in 1954 he qualified for th&lUOpen eight straight time
and he finished tied for #6n 1957. He wasn't eligible for the PGA Chan
pionship until 1960 but once he became a PGA meimbegualified for the
PGA Championship five of the next six years. Heenevon the Philadel-
phia Open, Pennsylvania Open or the PhiladelphisiceChampionship
but he had a total of eight second-place showingksdse tournaments. As
the professional at Whitemarsh Valley he hostedPB& Tour’s tourna-
ment, which was played under several different remighteen times. His
passion was junior golf and he ran an outstandingj program at White-
marsh Valley each year, free of charge to all. bl the enviable distinc-
tion of never having charged a junior for a gofden. As an assistant at
Bala he gave Jay Sigel his first golf lessons anddntinued to counsel

vl

him on his game for many years. Penecale was iadunto the Philadel- S.am Penecale
phia Section’s Hall of Fame in 1998. Section Hall of Fame
1998

John E. Poole, Jr.

John Poole was born in Philadelphia in 1943 anchighto play golf as a caddy at the Old York Roadis
try Club when it was still located in Jenkintowre Httended Penn State University before beginnimgdif ca-
reer as an assistant in 1965 at the Foxcroft Cg@itrb, which had been the Old York Road course years
before. Old York Road had moved to a new locatioth @ different group of people were operating therse as
Fox Croft C.C. Poole then worked in Pittsburgh massistant for three years before returning ttaBeiphia as
the head pro at Foxcroft. He later served as the peofessional at the West Chester Golf & Coutinb (2
years), Kennett Square Golf & Country Club (10 g¢@and Chester Valley Golf Club (19 years). Whaen3lec-
tion’s first Club Relations committee was formedL®78 Poole was asked to be a member by the chaifina
Foran. The Club Relations Committee was createdssist golf facilities in hiring a head professioizon Perne
who had been involved with club relations in thetRern Ohio PGA Section, assisted the committeebaadght
them up to speed. That is when Poole found highgaith the PGA. In late 1982 Poole was elected firse presi-

- O
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dent of the Section and he became the chairmamredtlub Relations Com-
mittee. He was the chairman of the committee forentban fifteen years and
a member of the committee for twenty-nine yearsimuthat time Poole and
his committee met with more than 150 golf facibtend had telephone con-
versations with more than 150 other clubs to adi¥ieen on the hiring of new
head professionals. As a result of Poole’s effousierous head professiond|
positions in the Philadelphia Section were upgrattedwas a member of the
national club relations committee for over ten ge&@oole was a six-time win
ner of the Bill Strausbaugh Award at the Sectiael@nd in 1993 he was the
PGA of America’s recipient of the Bill Strausbaufyivard. He won the Sec-
tion’s Horton Smith award for educating the Sectimambers on employment
and club relations. As a player he had a thirdafwlrth place finish in the
Philadelphia Open and he qualified for the PGA (hubfessional Champior
ship two times, making the cut in 1977. He hostedRGA Senior Tour’s Bell
Atlantic Senior Golf Classic at Chester Valley terars. Poole was the Sec-
tion’s 2nd vice president for three years and i@@Be was the Section’s
“Club Professional of the Year”. In 2007 Poole vwaducted into the Philade
phia PGA Hall of Fame.

Douglas R. “Doug” Ritter

John Poole Doug Ritter was born in 1949 at Quakertown, Pervasyh. He grew up
Section Hall of Fame in Coopersburg and learned to play golf as a caddlye Locust Valley Cour]-
2007 try Club. After two-years at the Lehigh County Commity College Ritter

turned pro in 1968 and went to work as an assisiatfite Brookside Countryj
Club near Allentown for two-years. He then servesixamonth stint in the
U.S. Army Reserve program before signing on assarstant at the Wil-
mington Country Club in 1971. After two years undee Cannon at Wil-
mington he moved to the Meadia Heights Golf Clulthashead profes-
sional where he stayed for 35-years. Ritter bedar@ved in the Section’s
affairs when he was elected District Director frbistrict | in 1979. That
year he began a two-year stint as the Sectionisijgolf chairman. Soon
after that he was appointed to the Section’s Clalaions committee. Tha
was the beginning of a 17-year involvement withbalelations. In 1990 he
followed John Poole as the chairman of the committte was the club
relations chairman through 1997, a term of eiglargeRitter spent many
hours counseling club officials who were hiringennhead golf profes-
sional. During that time Ritter was selected as3&etion’s Bill Straus-
baugh Award winner seven times, which culminatett \nis being chosen
as the national winner of the award in 1997. In2Bfter created a produ
called Ghost Tape, which he began marketing tgtteindustry. The

—

transparent tape is used to cover a golf club vehemstomer is trying Doug Ritter
out a new metalwood. The club is then protectethfamy damage that PGA of America
might otherwise happen to the golf club. Strausbaugh Award Winner 1997

Robert B. “Bob” Thatcher

Bob Thatcher was born in 1939 at Long Is|awelw York. He learned to play golf in Marylandthé Be-
thesda Country Club where he was introduced tg#me as a caddy. In Thatcher’s second year asdy ead
Bethesda the president on the club instituted grpra that allowed some of the young caddies to &mlbers
also during the summer months for $3.12 a monthtodk advantage of that program for nine yearstdhie
attended the University of Maryland, graduating 862. While still in college he turned pro in 196 began
his career in golf as an assistant at the Burnieg T5olf Club under Max Elbin, a future presideithe PGA of
America. In 1966 Thatcher arrived in the Philad&mbection as the head professional at the WillgortsCoun-
try Club. After two years at Williamsport he mowviedthe Aronimink Golf Club, following Joe Capellche had
been the professional there since the club relddat®lewtown Square in 1928. Eight years later Gtet left
Aronimink to open a driving range and nine-hole@i®e course, which he designed, just a few nalgay. He
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operated the golf complex that he named Olde Ma&etf Club for more
than thirty years. During that time Thatcher, whasva born entrepreneur,
was involved with numerous facilities and projeé&tsr twelve years he ang
Joe Dahl owned two-thirds of the Reading CountmybClvhich they oper-
ated very successfully. He leased the Paxon HaBalf Club for four
years, along with leasing the Downingtown Inn amai&ry Club for three
years with George McNamara. For ten years he leaskiving range from
the Camden County Park Commission. He designedi@hcbnsulting
work for several entities that were building drigiranges and learning cen-
ters. After fifteen years of planning and hard wtr& Olde Masters Golf
Center, his dream golf-learning complex that he ¢@mmpletely designed,
opened near Atlantic City in 2001. That year ttality was voted best new
golf range in the United States by Golf Range Magazn 1971 Thatcher
was the Section’s first vice president and tournanebairman. The next
year he was elected to the office of secretarytchtea taught at more than
thirty PGA business schools along with writing @es for golf publications
on golf instruction and the golf business. He waseanber of the PGA of
America’s education committee. In 1981 he was tetiBn’s Horton Smith
Award winner for the many hours he spent on thecation of his fellow
golf professionals. Thatcher was known as one®fahding golf instruc- Bob Thatcher

tors in the Section as well as the country, withkar play being his spe- The Section’s Entrepreneur
cialty. He was the Section’s “Teacher of the Ydar1987. As a player he

qualified for the PGA Club Professional Champiopsioiur times and the PGA Senior Club Professiorarpi-
onship five times. At the Senior Club Pro he mddedut all five times with his best showing beintigafor sev-
enth in 1995. All five of those years Thatcher pldyvell enough in the Senior Club Pro to qualifytfte PGA
Seniors’ Championship. ” He won the 1991 Secti@egior Championship and he was the Section’s “3$enio
Player of the Year in 1991 and 1992. In the fall®@92 Thatcher qualified for the PGA Senior Tositha tied for
15" winning a conditional exempt status. That coodiil status put him in what was a stand-by sitnatichich
often came at the last minute, but he did get I®t@ournaments in 1993. He also qualified for th&.l&enior
Open that year. Thatcher played in a total of 4trtaments on the PGA Senior Tour during the 198batcher
also competed on the European Senior Tour andagienJSenior Tour. He played in five British Sertigpens
and the British Senior PGA Championship five tinraaking the cut in all but one of those ten toureats. For
two years he had a number of high finishes on thefean Senior Tour and played well enough to exaynpt.
In 2016 Thatcher was inducted into the Philadel@gation PGA Hall of Fame.

Legends
Emlyn Davis Aubrey
Emlyn Aubrey was born in Reading, Pennsyilvam 1964 and grew up play
ing golf at the Hawk Valley Golf Course. He wentctalege at Louisiana State
University where he played on the golf team, wiignihe Southeastern Confer-
ence championship in 1984. Aubrey won the Pennsidvaublic Links Champi-
onship in 1984 and 1985. He played in the U.S. Anmatwice and finished third
at the 1986 NCAA Championship. Aubrey graduatedft- SU in 1986 and
turned pro that year. While attempting to get anR@GA Tour he played varioug
professional golf tours. One of those tours wasAsian Tour where he won the
1989 Philippine Open, which gave him an exemptida the British Open that
year. Late that year he qualified for the PGA Taten he finished fifth at the
PGA Tour’s qualifying school. From 1990 to 2003diher played on the PGA
Tour or the PGA Tour’s second tour. Eight of thgears were on the PGA Tou
and the other six were on the second tour, whicht \vg several different nameg.
Aubrey made it through Q-School another time in1188d he qualified for the
Emlyn Aubrey PGA Tour again by finishing tenth on the PGA’s settour in 1994. Earlier that
PGA Tour-8 Years year Aubrey had won the Indian Open Golf Champignsh the Asian Tour. Hi$
2 Wins on PGA Nike Tour
2 Wins on Asian Tour




best showing on the PGA Tour was a second plachfat the 1996 Greater Vancouver Open. Aubreytivad
wins on the PGA’s second tour and he qualifiedlierU.S. Open four times.

Michael “Miguel” L. Biamon

Miguel Biamon was born in 1962 at Chestnut HillnRgylvania. When
he was five years old he took his first golf lessfnom Harlan Will at the
Overbrook Country Club where his parents were mesaldéot long after that]
his family moved to Bethlehem and joined the Sauw¢alhey Country Club.
At Saucon Valley Biamon had the good fortune tenezinstruction from
one of the Section’s most respected teachers, ®bloiland. He attended
East Stroudsburg State University where he graduat&984. After gradua-
tion Biamon turned pro and played some minitouméwvén Florida that year.
In 1985 he worked as an assistant at the Brookawdmtry Club near Allen-
town. The next year he moved to the Whitemarsheyaliountry Club where
he stayed for five years and then he was the tegqito at the Waynesbor-
ough Country Club for five years. Biamon was presibf the Philadelphia
Assistants Organization in 1987 and before that&e the treasurer. For ten
years he was one of the Section’s leading playdrs.highlight of his playing
career in Philadelphia was winning the Section ghianship in 1988 and
1991. Biamon qualified for the PGA Club Professidbhampionship six
times and made the cut three times, finishing file®1™ in 1993. That quali-
fied him for the 1994 PGA Championship. He quatiffer the 1992 Ben Miguel Biamon
Hogan Tour when he made it into the final stagguElifying for the PGA Section Champion
Tour. In 1996 Biamon left professional golf for thesiness world. 1988 & 1991

James Daniel “Jimmy” “Truck” Booros
Jimmy Booros was born in 1951 at Reading, Penngidvan his early teens he was introduced to gplab
uncle. Booros played on the high school golf tearndd that time basketball was his game. He ateiatinboro
State College on a basketball scholarship for @a& gnd Lehigh Community College for two yeardate 1972
Booros was laid off from work and he then took wff ¢n earnest. For four months he played golf pratticed
ten to twelve hours each day. Booros was blesstdpsiwer and finesse s
after seldom being able to break 80 he was noweratsh” golfer. In 1973
he won the Pennsylvania Public Links Championshiyat fall he turned
pro and entered the PGA Tour’s qualifying schooérehhe soon found ou
he wasn't ready for major league golf. He then Inegampeting on the
minitours and three times he failed at the PGA Togualifying school
before breaking through in late 1976. That meanvag now eligible to
play in the 1977 PGA Tour's Monday qualifying ev&enthich preceded
each tournament for the players who were not exefptipulation for re-
taining the “player’s card” was that a player hagarn at least $5,000 du
ing that calendar year. Booros failed to earn ehdogeep his card and h
failed to requalify at Q-School. That meant he welsgated to finding othg
golf tournaments to compete in. He then competethem\sian Tour wherg
he finished 38 in their Order of Merit. In the spring of 1979 t@me home
to be the assistant at Allentown Municipal Golf El®ne month after star
Jimmy Booros ing work, the head pro Tom Lynch left for Linwoodhtry Club and
PGA Tour 9 Years Booros was elevated to the head professional pasitn late1980 he quali
Qualified at Q-School 4 times fied for the PGA Tour again as he shot a 65 inakeround to tie for fifth
Won Deposit Guaranty Classic at Q-School. He was now a much more experiencegpbnd more pre-
pared for the PGA Tour. The next three years hgeglavell enough to stay
on the PGA Tour. In 1983 the PGA Tour implementézhtwas known as
the “all exempt tour”. The top 125 money winnergaveow exempt rather than the top 60 as it had fmemany
years and Monday qualifying only offered four plade the starting field. In 1984 the “all exempaitorule put
Booros off the PGA Tour and back at Q-School, abatkfinished 1580n the money list. At Q-School he faile]
to requalify but he was still the head professiatahllentown Municipal. Except for a few eventswias off the
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PGA Tour for the next three years. While he waspttegessional at Allentown Municipal, Booros brotigh
players for charity exhibitions that he knew frame PGA Tour, like Fred Couples and J.C. Sneachtéh1987
Booros left Allentown Municipal after nine yearsdaglecided to take another shot at the PGA Tourgurgified
for the PGA Tour again as he finishél& Q-School but he didn’t win enough money in 1888tain the ex-
emption. Late in the year Booros was able to makeaough Q-School for a fourth time, which put hirack on
the PGA Tour for 1989. He broke through with a atrthe Deposit Guaranty Golf Classic in Hattiesbidissis-
sippi, which made him exempt for 1990. He played emough to keep his exemption for the next ybat,in
1991 he slipped below the magic 28ace on the money list. After failing to requglfbr the PGA Tour at Q-
School and only being able to get into six tournat®én 1992 he returned to Allentown for the lifeacclub pro-
fessional. During his career he played in four WBens, the 1982 PGA Championship, six PGA ClulfeRro
sional Championships and four PGA Senior Club Rsiteal Championships. He quailed for the PGA Tour
times out of fourteen attempts. Booros played @& @®urnaments on the PGA Tour and finished in dipetén 10
times. At the local level he won the 1990 Philati&fSection PGA Championship, the 1996 Philadel@ipan,
the 1987 Pennsylvania PGA Championship and theé¢liphia Section Match Play in 1995. He is a member
the Lehigh Valley Golf Hall of Fame. Booros’s frigshon the PGA Tour nicknamed him “Truck” becausevhe
larger than average and he was from Allentown whegeMiack trucks came from.

Frank J. Dobbs

Frank Dobbs was born in 1962 at Norristown, Penasyh and he was introduced to golf by his fatkiéinen
he was fifteen they joined the Spring Ford Coutthyb where he honed his game under the guidanbis dather
and the professional, Tony DeGisi. Dobbs attendeaile University for a brief time before turningoptn 1980
he began his career in golf as an assistant aa@pord. It didn't take long for Dobbs to show thatwas going
to be a force in the Philadelphia Section. In 1B84von the Philadelphia
Open and finished second in the Pennsylvania Cperept for two years
as an assistant at the Oak Terrace Country Clutagmition of 1993 on th
PGA'’s Nike Tour, Dobbs spent most of his profesaligmrars in the Phila-
delphia Section at the Spring Ford Country Clubl984, which was his
last year in the Section before moving to Flortdawas the teaching pro 3
the Blue Bell Country Club. 1991 was Dobbs’ mostcassful year in the
Section as he won thirteen tournaments. That irduginning the Philadel
phia Open along with second place finishes in thetiSn Championship
and the Pennsylvania Open. That year he was th®8sc'Player of the
Year” and he won the DeBaufre Trophy for the lovesiring average per
round. During Dobbs’ thirteen years in the Philatéd Section he won the
Philadelphia PGA Championship, the PhiladelphiarOgheee times, the
Pennsylvania Open and the Philadelphia PGA Matal hampionship.
Dobbs also won the Pennsylvania PGA Championshigetwie qualified
for the U.S. Open twice and the PGA Championshigeoin 1992 Dobbs
reached the final stage at the PGA Tour’s qualifysohool. Even though h
didn’t qualify for an exemption on the PGA Tourdid qualify for the 1993
Nike Tour because he made the cut at the finabstdgualifying. That
year he played in ten tournaments on the Nike before returning to the Fra_nk Dobbs . .
Philadelphia Section. Dobbs was the Section’s “Ya@f the Year” three ulielr Sectlpn Char_nplonsh|p
times and he won the DeBaufre Trophy twice. Afeanving the Philadel- Won 3 Phlladelphl.a Gpens
phia Se